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FLASHBACK 

... 
 
 

ACTIVITIES IN 2001 (FIRST HALF) 
 
Registration of the Data Property of Public Administration in 
Hungary 
 
In order to promote the access to public interest information 
managed by public administration and the better exploitation of 
the data property of public administration as a key resource, a 
government resolution has been signed by the Prime Minister in 
Hungary on the Registration of the data property of public 
administration. The resolution is dealing with the free access to 
the key characteristics of data sources and related concepts on a 
public network as well as of querying the access information of 
data sources. According to the resolution, a framework system 
for the registration of public administration data property was 
created by 31 January 2001.  
After the initial loading of data (deadline: 30 June 2002), the 
continuous updating of the public administration data property 
register will be assured by the provision of the required 
resources, including regulatory, organisational, professional and 
other prerequisites of the commencement and maintenance of the 
service. By the way, the voluntary accession of all municipal and 
other public bodies to the public administration data property 
register will be facilitated. 
 
• The ABDS for the CEEC project, aiming at the preparation 

of an on-line service of administrative boundary data of the 
region has successfully accomplished its task – it is the main 
result of the EC review of the project held on 18 January 
201 in Prague. As it was stated by the reviewers, Maciej 
Podemski (Poland) and Vincent Dessard (Belgium) the 
project achieved good results in tracing the  structure of 
administrative hierarchy and of the change registry 
procedure in the countries of the CEEC region; elaborated 
and tested generalisation/simplification methods for 
compiling the ABDS products according to unique 
specifications; and built a competent network of specialists 
of mapping and statistical organisations. Moreover, the pilot 
project implemented in Hungary took the first steps towards 
an on-line real –time service. The results of the project and 
the expression of willingness for further collaboration were 
summarised in the Memorandum of Understanding, signed 
by representatives of Finland, Estonia, Latvia. Lithuania, 
Czech Republic, Romania, Bulgaria, Greece and Hungary. 
However the implementation of the service depend on many 
different factors. Besides of financing  the most important 
thing is the interaction within the SABE and the future 
ABDS products. The teams of EuroGeographics and ABDS 
already has started about harmonisation of their activities. 
For more information please contact Ms.Katalin Tóth via 
abds@fomigate.fomi.hu 

 
• The Hungarian Association for Geo-information was among 

the five European national GI associations (AFIGÉO, 
DDGI, AGI, RAVI and HUNAGI), which were interviewed 
on the spot and evaluated based on careful selected 
modelling by Mr.Koen van Biesen, expert of EUROGI in the 
last Quarter of 2000. The early results of the comparative 
study were discussed at the Executive Committee meeting 
of EUROGI in Apeldoorn on 19-20 January 2001. HUNAGI 

was found as a good example, how a GI association with a 
very limited budget can operate efficiently. 

In June 2001, the first EC Workshop on the use of cadastre will 
be hosted by the Hungarian GI Association (HUNAGI). The 
technical programme organised by the EC DG JRC SAI and 
the European Umbrella Organisation for Geographical 
Information (EUROGI) HUNAGI will be devoted to the issue, 
how cadastre as component of the national spatial data 
infrastructure can support the agri-environmental policies.  
The participants will have excellent opportunities to take part 
technical visits organised tentatively on sites related to different 
aspects of the Land Administration general and value-added 
service to support agri-environmental policy eg. land tenure tools 
for rural development in small regions, advanced education on 
land management, CAP institutional development (LPIS), 
Cadastre based Control with Remote Sensing etc. JRC has 
already organised the 4th EC Workshop on GI in conjuction with 
HUNAGI successfully three years ago. The tentative programme 
is in the Chapter devoted to Events in 2001. 
 
By the invitation of Under State Secretary Dr.Z.Kovács, a 
delegation Mr.Sönnichsen Dr. Elke Halm Rüdiger Evert lead by 
State Secretary Dr. Frank Tidick from Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern has visited MARD on 25-26 January, 2001. The 
German experiences have been highlighted during the 
duscussions with 40 invited Hungarian experts with special 
emphasis on the village renewal, land consolidation and the 
management of land funds. 
 

6th GSDI Conference – back to Europe – to Hungary 
 

• After Chapel Hill (North America), Sydney (Australia), 
Cape Town (Africa) and Cartagena (South America) 
Budapest will be the site of the 6th Global Spatial Data 
Infrastructure Conference.. This proposal was made by 
EUROGI based on evaluation of bids in competition 
environment and agreed by the GSDIl. The very first GSDI 
Conference was held in Europe, hosted by DDGI near to 
Bonn in Bad Königswinter in 1996. HUNAGI was 
represented at the meetings without interruption. The 
official press release is found in the Chapter devoted to the 
Events. 

 
Special Issue of the Journal “World of Nature” devoted to the 
Space including Earth observation and GIS 

• A special issue will be published in the Spring 2001 
orchestrated by the Hungarian Space Research Office 
containing a series of  state-of-the-art comprehensive articles 
covering topics including economic benefits of the space 
activities in 

• Agricultural yield estimation 
• Environmental applicatons 
• Use of EO in mapping and urban management 
• Space activities and the GIS 
• Satellites and weather forecast 
• Thematic maps on energy balance 
• Surface properties determination using satellites 
• Use of meteorological image interpretation for 

short term forecasting 
• Wider use of space-based telecommunication 
• Satellite navigation tuday , tomorrow and later 
• GPS applications in Hungary 
• Space and life sciences 
• Quality requirements in the space research 
• Role of industry in the space activities 
• Dosimetry - Pille (on the Space Station) 
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• Space and the impact on material sciences 
(UMC) 

• Education and space policy 
• Education, training and awareness raising in 

Hungary 
• The institution of the Hungarian Space Research 

and its international links and future plans 
• Highlights of the Space in the 21st Century 
• Space literature in Hungarian language 
 

Prepared by EU Phare expert dr.Richard A. Kidd a MARD-FÖMI 
delegation has visited DG JRC SAI MARS team in order to 
exchange view in topics such as CwRS, LPIS and AEMs.  
 
Between February 26-28, the countrywide visiting of the pilot 
sites of the computer (GIS) based land consolidation programme 
was performed by project manager Dr.Wolfram D.Kneib. 
Stopover of the round trip were in Bakonykúti, in Dabrony 
(Three Brooks Small Region), Gamás (Balaton Park 2000 Small 
Region), Kaposvár (Web-based GIS service provided by Kör 
Ltd) and Sásd (Hegyhát Rural Development Small Region). 
Country Co-ordinator of the TAMA project Dr.P.Riegler has 
arranded a farewell meeting for Dr.Kneib in Boly/Fenékpuszta, 
where the overall consequences and recommendadtions of the 7-
years long project have been discussed with all of the leading 
experts of the participating  County and District Land Offices.  
 
Preparation has been started for the participation of the UNECE 
WPLA Workshop on Land Administration and the EU accession 
will be held in Gavle, Sweden 

 
 
Financial documents related to the multiyear SAPARD 
framework have been signed by MARD State Secretary 
dr.Károly Tamás and dr.Jenő Varga, Minister of Finance with 
dr.Franz Fischler, Member of the European Commission, head 
of the DG Agri in Brussels, on 1st March, 2001. 
 

 
 
PRESS RELEASE                                        
January 25, 2001 
 
 
 

 
Budapest to host sixth Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Conference 
 
Seven years after the first of what has now become a regular series of 
Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Conferences was held in Bonn under 
the patronage of EU Commissioner Martin Bangemann this important 
event will return to Europe next year. At its meeting on January 24th 2001 
the Steering Committee of the GSDI conference unanimously agreed to 
the proposal put forward by EUROGI President Ian Masser to hold the 
sixth GSDI conference in Budapest in September 2002. The conference 
will be organised the Steering Committee in conjunction with EUROGI 
and HunAGI the Hungarian national geographic information association. 
 
The decision was the outcome of a competitive bidding process organised 
by EUROGI for its national member associations. HunAGI warmly 
welcomed the news that the GSDI will take place in Budapest. In the 
opinion of its Secretary, Dr. Gabor Remetey Fulopp, ' It is really a great 
pleasure and honour for HUNAGI and the whole Hungarian GI 
community. This challenge will have surely an anticipated spin-off effect 
providing positive impact on the acceleration of the spatial data 
infrastructure building related programs here.' 
 
The EUROGI secretariat has already had preliminary discussions with 
EU officials regarding support from the Commission for this event. Now 

that the location of the Conference has been agreed the next round of 
discussions can get under way so that detailed proposals can be presented 
to the Steering Committee at the fifth GSDI conference in Cartagena, 
Colombia in May 2001.  
 
EUROGI is the EURopean umbrella Organisation for Geographic 
Information. It has more than 20 national and pan European GI 
associations as members. In this capacity it represents over 3000 separate 
organisations in 20 different countries.  
 
Its mission is to maximise the effective use of geographic information for 
the benefit of the citizen, good governance and commerce in Europe and 
to represent the views of the geographic information community in 
discussions with the European Union and other bodies.  
 
 
GSDI is a global and open process for co-ordinating the organisation, 

management and use of geospatial data and related activities. It 
encompasses the policies, organisational remits, data, technologies, 
standards, delivery mechanisms, and financial and human resources 
necessary to ensure that those working at the global and regional scale 
are not impeded in meeting their objectives.  

    
GSDI is being advanced through the leadership of many 
nations and organisations represented by a GSDI Steering 
Committee. This multi-national Steering Committee 
includes representatives from all continents, and  
all sectors - government, academia, and the private sector. 
The Steering Committee has identified a set of core goals 
to help advance awareness, acceptance and 
implementation of globally compatible spatial data 
infrastructures at the local, national, and regional levels:  
• Articulate the operational environment needed to achieve Global 
SDI compatibility  
• Help build globally compatible SDI capacity around the world  
• Educate decision-makers on the benefits of GSDI inside and outside 
their borders  
• Assure that different SDI related policies can be facilitated by the 
GSDI  
• Advance the GSDI mission until a global SDI is achieved  
 
Further information 
 
Contact Anton Wolfkamp or Karen Levoleger at the EUROGI secretariat. 
 
• On behalf of the Dutch Ministry of Economy Reviewer Drs 

Titia H.C.Slis of the Senter International and Jack Damen of 
DLG have discussed the land consolidation supported 
integrated rural development project proposal of the MARD. 
The project emphasise GIS based approach used by the 7-
years long TAMA project experiences taking also into 
account the agri-environmental measures related 
requirements. 

• The 2nd meeting of the Task Force related to the Sopron 
Conference was hosted by the Secretariat of the Hungarian 
Committee of the World Heritage on 13rd of March, under 
the co-chairmanship of Messrs. Ferenc Németh and 
Ambassador Janos Jelen. The conference scheduled for 
early September this year will focus on the potentialities of 
GIS techniques in the monitoring and documentation of 
the cultural landscapes and natural heritages. For more 
information please contact vilagorokseg@matavnet.hu. The 
annotation of the international conference under the 
sponsorship of ISPRS and EARSeL is described in the 
Chapter EVENTS. 

 
 
The venue of the meetings related to the GIS based 
documentation and monitoring of the World Heritage, the 
Ministry of Cultural Heritage in the Royal Castle District in 
Budapest  
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Budapest welcomes the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure 
Conference in September 2002. For delivering the opening 
address by Mr. Liikanen, Member of the European Commission 
EUROGI and the host organisation Hungarian Association for 
Geo-Information has already started the preparations. 
 
 
 
• Between March 6 and 14, CROPMON project team 

members Csaba Wirnhardt, Miklós Lelkes and others under 
leadership of Gabor Csornai of FÖMI RSC have provided 
near real time flood monitoring and area calculations based 
on digital satellite image processing for the regional and 
central flood combat headquarters. The operational GIS/RS 
based information dissemination is used the second 
consecutive years also for the MARD management. 

• Arranged by the SPP twinning framework leader 
Ms.M.Digne, a full day working session was devoted to the 
concept and techniques of interministerial co-ordination 
based on the French experience. Mr.Damien Devouassoux, 
former prefect in DATAR, now General Secretary for 
Regional Affairs in Marseilles pointed out the role and 
importance of maps and geographical information. The 
experiences highlighted by Mr.Poinsssot, former member of 
the Prime Minister General Secretary for Interministerial 
Co-ordination, now at the Regional Council of the Midi-
Pyrénées region could be also adapted by the process of 
decision making and building of consensus in any 
interdisciplinary situation as data policy and information 
access in GI environment.  

 
 

GGGIII SSS    OOOPPP EEE NNN    222 000 000 111       
OOOpppeeennn   GGGeeeooo--- iiinnnfffooorrrmmmaaattt iiicccsss    iiinnn   ttthhheee   MMMiii lll llleeennnnnniiiuuummm   
   

 
Programme of the 1st day –Tuesday, 13 March 
Topics of the Plenary Sessions: 
Internet-based aerial photograph catalogue 
On-line maps in Hungary 
GIS – and its users 
Digital Regia 
County level GIS  
Regional land use planning 
Public information – path suggestion for the web 
GIS-based decision support 
Spatial data clearinghouse and the decision support 
GIS for All 
GIS-aided integration of databases 
Internet –inter-spatial-data-network 
Forum 
Opening of the Exhibition 
Reception  

 
2nd day –Wednesday, 14 March 
Topics of the Plenary Sessions: 
The National Land Fund 
EU Conference on “Use of cadastre” in Budapest 
Experiences in digital mapping 
TAKAROS and its ability to accept external map data 
Results, experiences of the National Cadastral Programme 
DITAB – the Digital Topographic Database standard 
Marketing and the Land Offices 
Service based on the products of the Aerial Survey 2000  

Concept of the service of map-data in Europe 
The 1:50 000 scale land cover mapping of Hungary  
Forum, Closing 

 
The land tenure policy also needs facilitating tools as 
National Land Fund and GIS based Land Consolidation 
technologies. Lecturer at the GIS Open: G.Apagyi special 
senior counsellor of DLM MARD 
 
Presentation on the GI-content of the FP6. 
• After the Executive Committee Meeting held in Trier on 

18th March, HUNAGI participated also the EUROGI 
Member’s Day, held in the Jean Monnet Building in 
Luxembourg-Kirchberg on 19th March. EU DG InfoSo 
representatives delivered presentations on the European 
Commission’s GI-related projects (COGI), as well as on the 
Framework Programmes. HUNAGI provided a short 
overview on the results of  the Panel GI  project.  

 
• HUNAGI has participated the EUROGI Annual Board 

Meeting held on 20th March 2001, where also the EU 
Workshop on the Use of Cadastre to be held in Budapest 
between 7-9 June has been announced by Anton Wolfkamp, 
Secretary General of EUROGI. 

 
Ian Masser, Anton Wolfkamp, Pascal Jacques and Daniel 
Rizzi at the DG InfSo in the break of discussions of the 
GSDI6 to be held in Budapest in September 2002. 
 
• A two days visit has been arranged by the PARCELLA LTTA 

Dr..Richard A.Kidd, Detti Csonka staff member of FÖMI  
and DLM MARD for the experts of the European 
Commission DG Agri and DG JRC in CAP IACS issues. 
The venue of the first day was FÖMI RSC where the 
subject of the discussions was devoted to the technical 
details of Control with Remote Sensing as well as to the 
Land Parcel Identification System. The second day gave 
opportunity to exchange views, information with the 
decision makers of MARD and respective institutions. The 
new regulation prescribing the mandatory use of GIS after 
2005 was also highlighted. 

 
 
• By the invitation of the Turkish Surveyors Organisations, 

FIG Commission 3 (Spatial Information Management) has 
delegated John Holmlund (Canada), Gerhard Muggenhuber 
(Austria) and G.Remetey-Fulopp (Hungary) to deliver 
lecture at the closing plenary session of the 8th Conference 
of the Turkish Surveyors. FIG delegation paid a visit at the 
Office of the Turkish Cadastral Service as well as at the 
Chamber of Surveyors too. The Hungarian participants was 
selected by the recommendation of the UN ECE WPLA. 
The Hungarian presentation illustrated the challenging tasks 
having institutional development character to be solved in a 
country of the region in transition in Central and Eastern 
Europe, a country, which has the aim to complete the 
adoptation of the “Acquis Communautaire” of the European 
Union in the next one and half years. General statistics, the 
role and activities of the Lands and Mapping organizations 
were provided, highlighting the widening spectrum of the 
applications using advanced technology as operational 
services provided by FOMI. Special emphasis was given to 
the capacity building and knowledge transfer programmes as 
OLLO, SDILA and LIME (orchestrated by Prof. Markus of 
WHU CSLM) and the value of cross-border as well as 
international networking (Panel GI and ABDS). As an 
example among FIG (explicitly mentioned the Land Market 
WG lead by A.Ossko, Hungary), UNECE WPLA, ECAI and 
EuroGeographics also EUROGI was introduced as an 
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interdisciplinary Umbrella Organization for Geographical 
Information on European level, which is open for new 
members, such as national GI association..  

 
President Hüseyin Ülkü, Secretary General A.Fahri Özten and 
Chief of international relations Muhittin Ipek of the Chamber of  
Surveyors in Turkey at the banquet given for the FIG delegation. 
The Chamber could be a potential interdisciplinary GI 
Association in Turkey. 
• The National Cadastre Programme Non-profit Co has been 

accepted as major contributor to HUNAGI with full 
membership right. The acceptance is based on the resolution 
of the General Assembly of December 14, 2000. 

• April 7 HUNAGI completed the questionnaire of Uta Wehn 
de Montalvo of the Science and Technology Policy 
Research, University of Essex Survey on the Hungarian 
experience with the implementation of the national spatial 
data infrastructure. Ms.de Montalvo was satisfied with the 
Hungarian contribution and HUNAGI will receive a copy of 
the final report prepared to the GSDI5 in Cartagena. 

• April 10. HUNAGI submitted the news on the political 
debate on the wider use of GI on the expert meeting 
arranged by the Chair MP Balsay of the Committee of the 
Regional Development of the Hungarian Parliament to 
EUROGI for Europe-wide dissemina-tion. The 
Parliamentary Committee on Regional Development chaired 
by Mr.István Balsay held a meeting dealing with GIS on 
April 12. Using EUROGI’s effective information 
dissemination channel the news was distributed throughout 
in Europe before the meeting. Information was provided 
based on HUNAGI’s invitation by dr. Szabolcs Mihály, 
director general of FÖMI, and feedback on the news was 
received on the same day already from France. 

 The Hungarian Parliament Building 
 
• April 10, JRC, EUROGI and HUNAGI finalised the 

Presentations of the EU Workshop on Cadastre to be held in 
Budapest between June 7-9, 2001. 
• April 11 GIS-Day Coordinator Ms. Amy Thorson of 

ESRI found very exciting the topics of the planned 
professional content of the annual GIS –Day event 
scheduled for November 14, 2001. HUNAGI wrote: 

Based on the definite success of the last year's event we have 
organised, the Theater Room having a capacity of 300 is reserved 
for November 14 in the historic building of the Ministry of  
Agriculture and Regional Development (just in opposite to the 
Parliament). 
Last year we had the pleasure to have the dedicated videotaped 
message of Prof. Ian Masser, President of the European 
Umbrella Organisation for Geographical Information (EUROGI), 
as well as Dr.Jack Dangermond, "father" of this popular 
worldwide event. 
The interdisciplinary national GI association HUNAGI arranges 
the event again in conjuction with its member Hungis 
Foundation. Major aim is to bring the age range 15-25 closer to 
the daily best practice where GIS is already used or could be used 
as a tool solving high priority problems achieving greater value 
for the society. Presenters as in the last years will be 
academicians, R+D, education and  industry representatives, 
senior governmental decision makers  as well as experts from 
NGOs. 
This year the topics to be covered by the invited keynte speakers 
incudes e-content, how the public GI data can be made more 
accessible according to the e-Europe concept as well as how 
GI/GIS was already applied on national or supranational level 
related to global challenges as Agenda 21, Habitat +5 and Global 
Mapping. 
This is timely, because Hungary will provide the venue of the 6th  
Conference on Global Spatial Data Infrastructure in Budapest 

September 2002 in a close co-operation of GSDI ExCom, 
EUROGI and HUNAGI. 
• The 10th Anniversary of HUNGIS Founda-tion for the Advance-

ment in Geo-informatics was celebra-ted by a reception. 
Hosted by the Teacher’s Club of the Budapest University of 
Technology and Economics on April 11, 2001 and was 
participated about 40 senior managers of the private sector, 
governmental officers, scientists and university professors. The 
establishment of the HUNGIS Foundation was aiming to 
contribute to the development of Hungarian GIS. It was the 
original idea of János Szilágyi ( ) innovative leader and 
owner of the Europe-wide known Geometria GIS System House 
Company 10 years ago. The vision was immediately supported 
by academician Ákos Detrekői who serves as Chairman of the 
Board of Curators for HUNGIS since that time. The daily 
operation is managed by Executive Director Dr.Rezső 
Berencei. HUNGIS Foundation was among the first 7 founders 
of HUNAGI, the Hungarian GIS Association working in 
conjuction with HUNGIS.  

The event was attended also by the Governmental Commissioner 
for Informatics at the Prime Minister’s Office Mr.Zoltán Sík, 
who emphasized in his address the effective role of GIS as a tool 
in numerous  governmental programme implementations. 
HUNAGI President Mr.Zsolt Sikolya congratulated to HUNGIS 
Officers Detrekői and Berencei on behalf of the HUNAGI 
members and submitted a CD-ROM illustrating the past 6 years 
of HUNAGI’s activities in close co-operation with HUNGIS. The 
present also contained the printed version of the Koen van Biesen 
Report of the European Umbrella Association for Geographic 
Information.  
 

• State Secretary Dr. János Tardy, Head of the Office of 
Nature Protection of the Ministry of Environment 
opened the inter-ministerial expert meeting devoted to 
the River Tisza’s oxbows on April 12. The presentation 
of Mr. Tamás Margescu was participated by the 
potential stakeholders, i.e. representatives of 
governmental agencies and relevant departments as 
well as NGOs and the directors of three National Parks 
(Hortobágy, Bükk and Kiskunság). Ms.Tehmina 
Akhtar, UNDP Advisor for biodiversity and 
international waters of Global Environmental Facility 
from Ankara, Mr.Rastislav Vrbensky specialist in 
sustainable development policy as well as Dr. István 
Tőkés,  

• Hungarian Liasion Officer were also present. A FIG 
report on the recent 8th Conference of the Turkish 
Surveyors dealing with GIS was submitted by SG of 
HUNAGI to Ms. Akhtar..  

• Mr. László Haraszthy, Director of the World Wildlife 
Fund Hungary was invited  by SG of HUNAGI to 
consider the co-operation with the national GI 
association and to become member.  An up-to-date 
information material on CD-ROM was submitted to 
WWF in order beeing familiar with HUNAGI’s mission 
goal, its activities in the past 6 years and action plan 
for 2001. 

 
DDeebbaattee  oonn  wwiiddeerr  uussee  ooff  GGIISS  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  HHuunnggaarriiaann  

PPaarrlliiaammeennttaarryy  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  ffoorr  RReeggiioonnaall  
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  

 
The information below is based on the ad-hoc summary written 
by Dr.Szabolcs Mihály participant at the experts' meeting of the 
Hungarian Parliamentary Committee for Regional Development, 
chaired by Mr.István Balsay MP on April 12, 2001. Quick release 
of this information was approved by Mr.Pál Vásárhelyi, 
Secretary of the Committee. Official Parliamentary version will 
be available in two weeks. 
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1. 
According to the agenda, the Governmental Commissioner for 
Flood Protection and follow-on Actions of the Ministry of 
Transportation and Water Management gave thorough 
information on the events related to the historical floods of the 
River Tisza in March 2001. He pointed out the need for mid- 
and long-term water management strategies and the application 
of Geographical Information System (GIS) to support their 
implementation. Even during the conceptual planning phase 
and approval procedure, the use of GIS is inevitable and 
detailed surveys are needed. As a map base, digital topographic 
products are available (also covering the Upper Tisza Region, 
where the situation was the worst). An aerial survey of 
Hungary was completed within 3 months in Spring 2000 
covering practically all of the country at an image scale of 
1:30000. Also special large scale aerial photographs were 
required in the disaster area. He underlined the importance of 
geographic information as a major component of the national 
data infrastructure, especially for the future. The use of digital 
orthophoto products was said to be applicable and beneficial, 
also in the relatively flat Great Plain region. 
2. 
The Organisation of Catastrophe Management has been 
introduced. ARC/Info based GIS system is used for disaster 
mitigation. The system is well established, has an 
administrative boundary database and smaller scale 
topographic maps are used. It is critical is to ensure that the 
partners provide user-data to each other when updating and 
operating.  
3. 
Data, products and monitoring service capabilities provided by 
FÖMI during the flooding in March 2001 was presented. Dr. 
Mihály introduced thematic image maps and statistics based on 
an analysis of multi-platform satellite data, using digital 
topographic maps as a background layer. Visual interpretation 
of colour aerial photographs and orthophoto products taken and 
produced before the highwater period was also used. 
4. 
Conclusions related to the use of Geographic Information and 
GIS in the flood mitigation were summarised as follow:  
- There is a lack of quality and accurate digital elevation 

model (DEM) with regard to operational functionality. 
DEM complements maps and imageries and is inevitable 
for the determination of elevation at certain terrain points 
or locations as often needed in decision support.  

- Set up an  application for a seamless satellite imagery 
database applicable for image processing, analysis and 
computer aided visual interpretation . It is anticipated, the 
user requirements will generate raising task volumes at 
the FÖMI Remote Sensing Centre. 

5. 
Recommendations by Mr. István Balsay, MP and Chairman of 
the Regional Development Committee of the Hungarian 
Parliament, included: 
- The participating experts, national institutions and 

organisations such as Office of the Governmental 
Commissioner for Flood Protection, Catastrophe 
Management, Institute of Geodesy, Cartography and 
Remote Sensing, governmental stakeholders of the 
National Topographic Programme have a wide range of 
competency in this field.  

- They should forward their proposals presented here to 
respective high-ranking politicians, e.g. their ministers, 
aiming at getting support for the use of GIS. This will not 
only support the case of natural disasters (damaging both 
human environment and economy) but also support using 
GIS on a constant basis. The aim is to gain support for 
the GI/GIS programme in a wider political circle. Experts 

recommend to solve flood-problems by more intensive 
use of GI infrastructure. The Regional Development 
Committee of the Hungarian Parliament will submit 
relevant initiatives in this context to the Governmental 
Commissioner for Informatics at the Prime Minister's 
Office. The next meeting will be held in the Upper-Tisza 
region, probably in May 2001. It is expected that the 
Regional Development Committee together with high-
ranking politicians will pay a visit also at the FÖMI 
facilities in the next future. 

It is supposed that in water management more concerted actions 
are necessary to support GI-related activities at the inter-
ministerial level, especially in application topics such as river 
management and agricultural water management. 
  
The Local Organising Committee of the EU Workshop on 
Cadastre was arranged by LOC Secretary G.Remetey at the 
Department of Lands and Mapping at the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Regional Development on 18th April, 2001. The meeting was 
attended by Deputy Heads of the relevant MARD Departments 
on Plant and Soil Protection as well as Lands and Mapping, 
Messr. I.Fésüs and G.Horváth respectively, Dr.M.Ágfalvy, 
General Director of CLSM UWH, Ms.E.Kovács of FOMI, 
Ms.B.Csonka of Phare PARCELLA project, Mr.G.Ponicsán, 
Executive Director of the National Cadastre Program Non-profit 
Co. as well as dr.Rezső Berencei, Executive Director of Hungis 
Foundation. The meeting had the subject, how to support the 
local arrangements. The up-to-date Tentative Programme of the 
Workshop was also promoted on HUNAGI News section of the 
website of Hungis Foundation (www.hungis.hu). 
 
• Prof.Dr.Resmi Osmani, Director of the Directorate of 
Agriculture and Dr.Bardhyl Qilimi, Director of the Land 
Department of the Albanian Ministry of Agriculture & Food paid 
a visit at DLM MARD to discuss the Hungarian approach in 
Land Administration. Commissioned by Deputy Head 
Mr.G.Horváth, the guests were informed in details mentioning 
also the EU Workshop on “Use  of Cadastre as component of the 
spatial data infrastructure in agricultural policy implementation”. 
The visitors were escorted by Ms.Viktória Vásáry of Szent István 
University. The action was driven by GTZ Germany, locally 
arranged by the Research Institute of Agricultural Economics and 
Informatics AKII. 
 
The Local Organising Committee of the EU Workshop on the use 
of Cadastre was arranged by LOC Secretary G.Remetey at the 
Department of Lands and Mapping at the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Regional Development on 3rd of May 2001. The meeting was 
attended by Dr.Géza Kőszegi, Head and Gábor Horváth, Deputy 
Head of the Department of Lands and Mapping, MARD. 
Messrsr. I.Fésüs Deputy of the Plant Health and Agri-
Environmental Department, Dr.László Podmaniczky Vice-
Director of the Environmental Management Institute of the Szent 
István University at Gödöllő were also present Ms. Erdélyi Erika 
of the Pest County Land Office,Dr.M.Ágfalvy, General Director 
of CLSM UWH. László Angyal of FOMI, Ms.B.Csonka of Phare 
PARCELLA project, Mr.G.Ponicsán, Executive Director of the 
National Cadastre Program Non-profit Co. as well as dr.Rezső 
Berencei, Executive Director of 
Hungis Foundation were also 
attended the preparatory meeting, 
concentrating on the logistics related 
to the poster exhibition and tehnical 
supports.  
 
 

 


