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EO Summit
Integrated Global Observing Strategy (IGOS)
 

On July 31, 2003, thirty-three nations plus the European Commission adopted a Declaration that signifies political commitment to move toward development of a comprehensive, coordinated, and sustained Earth observation system(s). The Earth Observation Summit attracted a distinguished group of government dignitaries from around the world who are committed to significantly advancing our collective ability to gather Earth observation data. 

The Summit participants affirmed the need for timely, quality, long-term, global information as a basis for sound decision making. In order to monitor continuously the state of the Earth, to increase understanding of dynamic Earth processes, to enhance prediction of the Earth system, and to further implement environmental treaty obligations, participants recognized the need to support the creation of a comprehensive, coordinated, and sustained Earth observing system or systems.

To further this goal, the Summit participants launched the intergovernmental ad hoc Group on Earth Observations (GEO) to develop a 10-Year Implementation Plan. The group, co-chaired by the United States, the European Commission, Japan, and South Africa and joined by more than 21 international organizations, began its work by organizing five subgroups as well as a secretariat to support its activities. The conceptual framework for a 10-year implementation plan will be presented at a ministerial meeting in Tokyo in the Spring of 2004, and the plan itself will be presented at a GEO ministerial summit in late 2004.
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