REGIONAL LEVEL NETWORKING: 

IMPETUS FOR BETTER NSDI IMPLEMENTATION - 

THE CASE OF EUROGI AND HUNGARY

Bino Marchesini

 Secretary General,  EUROpean umbrella organisation for Geographic Information (EUROGI)

(mailing)P.O. Box 9046,  NL-7300 BA Apeldoorn, (visiting)Hofstraat 110, 7311 KZ Apeldoorn

The Netherlands 

Tel: +31 55 528 5532 / Fax: +31 55 528 5032, Email: eurogi@euronet.nl , URL: www.eurogi.org 

and

 Gábor Remetey-Fülöpp

Secretary General, Hungarian Association of Geo-Information (HUNAGI)

(mailing)  1860 Budapest 55 POBox 1, (visiting) Budapest V. Kossuth tér 11

Hungary

Tel: +36 1 301 4052 / Fax: +36 1 301 4719, Email: hunagi@hunagi.hu, URL: www.hunagi.hu
In Europe, regional networking in the field of GI actually started with the establishment of the interdisciplinary GI umbrella organization EUROGI. It was initiated by public and private sector representatives. And supported by the European Commission in 1993. Since that time, ,  EUROGI became a major promoter and stakeholder in the development of the European GI. EUROGI articulates the voice of its members, which include 22 national and 2 pan-European GI associations which all have members of their own. Subsequently EUROGI ecompasses a network of 6500 persons in the all GI-related  sectors. 

According to its mission to facilitate the access and use of Geographic Information, EUROGI paid attention to the needs of its national members, provided consultancy and advice for European policy makers  and paved the way for global co-operation to ensure interoperability in applications having global importance. Under the auspices of the US Government and the EU, the first GSDI Conference was hosted in Europe in 1996 where committed leaders of EUROGI were heavily involved and a series of GSDI Conferences followed. In 2002 the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Association was formally established.  

EUROGI has been actively involved in both the GI2000 initiative and INSPIRE (Infrastructure for Spatial Information in Europe). The GI2000 initiative and associated projects led to INSPIRE, which was adopted in mid-2004 by the European Commission after three years of in-depth preparation. EUROGI bundled its network of 6500 and participated in INSPIRE either directly or indirectly through expert and thematic working groups. If approved by the Council and European Parliament (anticipated in early 2007), INSPIRE will make a major legislative contribution to environmental policy and sustainable development by facilitating the use of Geographical Information in Europe. 
The horizontal (interdisciplinary) and vertical (from local to global and vica versa) approach of EUROGI ensures effective knowledge transfer and exchange of experiences. All members of EUROGI benefit from the synergy, especially those in countries where the set-up of a national spatial data infrastructure (SDI) is under development. EUROGI’s involvement in the project “GI Network in Europe” (GINIE) should be explicitly emphasized. The EUROGI action plan on:

· data issues (e.g PSI),  

· applications (GMES, Galileo) 

· as well as on investigating the impact of European legislation related to policy implementation and control in agriculture, environment and water management in the context of use of GI, 

gives significant impetus to  building SDIs on national levels.

Established in 1994 by 10 NGOs and academic institutions, the Hungarian GI Association (HUNAGI) joined EUROGI in 1996. Thanks to this regional network, HUNAGI actively participates in multilateral international, European and global activities. Milestones of the achievements by the members includes: 

· advanced, GI friendly legislation (1996), 

· operational countrywide crop monitoring (since 1997), 

· governmental acknowledgement of the core NSDI data (1998), 

· 4th EC GI Workshop (1998), 

· ISPRS Commission VII Symposium (1998), 

· series of LIS related international events

· the Phare supported advanced IT development of Land Administration including the National Cadastral Programme,

· EU accession related institution building (CORINE, CwRS, LPIS, VINGIS, DOP), 

· EC Workshop on Cadastre 

· project participations (ABDS, PanelGI, GINIE, GSDI6 Conference). 

Based on nearly 3 decades of Remote Sensing, R+D and application experiences, the Hungarian GI/RS community receives acknowledgement by serving EUROGI, GSDI, FIG and ISPRS at high levels. Emphasizing the importance of information from imagery in the SDI context at the ISPRS Congress in 2000, Hungarians will be active in the ISPRS WG IV/1 devoted to SDI for the period 2004-2008. During the summer of 2004, HUNAGI received a mandate to elaborate itsNSDI strategy fromthe Governmental Committee on Information Society. The work is underway and the proposal will be announced at a high-level international HUNAGI Forum in Budapest on November 17th 2004. All of this work provides Hunary with much experience and lessons learned. Hungary shares them with other countries. The lessons learned are disseminated via the Central-European Land Knowledge Center (CelkCenter) established in 2004 as an output of a 2 year project financed by the World Bank, the Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development as well as the FAO. The CELK Center aims to provides knowledge transfer services to countries in the Central, Eastern and South-Eastern regions of Europe.

