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On June 17 and 18 the PCC held the last meeting under the Italian presidency in Rome. During the meeting it was decided that the presidency would be taken over by the Netherlands during the second half of 2004, corresponding to the principle that the presidency of the PCC is following that of the European Union.

Through this newsletter I like to inform you on the progress on the main items that will be addressed under the Netherlands' presidency, as agreed upon in the meeting, and of other items of interest that may occur.

In the meeting I made a presentation on the activities that are executed by the different European and global umbrella-organisations in the field of landregistration and cadastre. The powerpoint presentation that was used is attached to this newsletter. The conclusion of this presentation was that there is a big overlap in activities between these organisations but that especially between Eurogeographics and the PCC there is also a big overlap in perspective: both organisations have a mission to represent the cadastral and land registry agencies on the EU-level. From this conclusion only one sound strategy can be derived: to seek a strong cooperation with Eurogeographics. The first steps on this path were already made by the visit of the PCC to the president and director of Eurogeographics last May in Frankfurt. The idea to establish a joint working group between PCC and Eurogeographics that should work out the agenda for the cadastral and land registry agencies in the framework of the EU was approved in the PCC-meeting under the condition that the PCC should work on this from an autonomous position. The following countries volunteered to take part in this working group: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Spain.

Seen the work that has to be done in the joint working group, the Netherlands' presidency does not forsee yet when it will be necessary to organise a full PCC-meeting. If decisions have to be taken a meeting will be organised. Based on the progress made, that will be decided. Nevertheless the members will be informed through  detailled e-mail messages. 

Based on the decision with respect to the working group I have been in contact with Eurogeographics. Eurogeographics has informed me that they will organise a workshop on the future of cadaster in the EU on Sept. 2 and 3 in Paris. The PCC-members are invited for this workshop.

see: http://www.eurogeographics.org/eng/02_news.asp


I will be in contact with the PCC-members of the joint workinggroup to organise the first session in the margin of this workshop. 

On the 10th EC GI&GIS Conference in Warsaw last June, a presentation was made on behalf of the PCC by the Spanish collaegues. The mission and achievements of the PCC were highlighted. Also a presentation was made by the president of Eurogi with the objective to establish  a network to improve co-operation in the field of geographic information and to influence decision makers in the European level. Since this is very close to the objective of the PCC it will be good to keep informed on this initiative.

The presidency of the PCC will be with Luxembourg in the 1st half of 2005. Mr. Terrens has already comunicated the dates of the meetings: Januari 26-28 and June 15-17, both meetings starting on the evening of the first day.

Other interesting events:

· WPLA -workshop on real property administration in developing information society, Sept. 22-24 in Vilnius.  http://www.kada.lt/wpla_vilnius
· FIG-workshop on standardisation in the cadastral domain. http://www.gdmc.nl/cadmod.htm
Kind regards,

Peter Laarakker

