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Introduction Introduction 

yPSI directive
• Background and transposition  

yeContent+ 
• Background, instruments and 

procedures 

Relevance to the GI community 



The PSI directiveThe PSI directive
BackgroundBackground

yPSI is a prime content resource
yBarriers at European level 
yComparison with the US
yIn Europe some countries move 

ahead, others do not



The barriersThe barriers

• Lack of clear rules and policies 
• Mindset public sector bodies 
• Unfair competition
• Lack of transparency
• High charges

Difficulties to make European products



The Directive The Directive 
(2003/98/EC)(2003/98/EC)

• Minimum harmonisation to facilitate 
cross-border use

• Transparency of conditions
• Avoid abuse of market power
• Non-discrimination
• Clear procedures
• Lists of assets, online licenses



Expected ResultsExpected Results

• Transparency, fair competition, 
downward effect on charges

• First time legislation in some EU-
countries

• Speed up developments in others
• Change of culture in public sector

Increased re-use



Support to MS through:  Support to MS through:  

• PSI Group (Last meeting 11 March) 
• Help desk 
• Bilateral meetings 
• PSI Website 
• Add hoc assistance 



Status Transposition Status Transposition 

• Progress in all Member States
• Commission received  a number of 

notifications
• Some countries can be expected to 

incur delays

http://europa.eu.int/information_society/policy/psi/implementation/index_en.htm

http://europa.eu.int/information_society/policy/psi/implementation/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu.int/information_society/policy/psi/implementation/index_en.htm


eContenteContent programmeprogramme
• 109 projects (66 still running)
• Showcase projects on PSI re-use 

(EULIS, Euroglobalmap, Euroregimap)
• Showcase projects multilingual/ 

multicultural applications (ePatent)

Mid-term evaluation: The benefits of the 
programme are significant in comparison with 
the level of resources allocated to it.



The The eContenteContent+ + programmeprogramme

yyOverall aim is to facilitate access to and Overall aim is to facilitate access to and 
use of European digital contentuse of European digital content

yyContribute to better conditions for Contribute to better conditions for 
accessing, using, reusing and exploiting accessing, using, reusing and exploiting 
digital material   digital material   

yyTackling areas of public interest Tackling areas of public interest 
yycultural, educational, scientific, geographical informationcultural, educational, scientific, geographical information

yyFocusing on content quality rather than Focusing on content quality rather than 
quantity  quantity  

Budget 149 million 2005 - 2008



eContenteContent+  and GI +  and GI 
yyHelp overcome barriers to the use of Help overcome barriers to the use of 

geographic information held by the public geographic information held by the public 
sectorsector

yyStimulate the aggregation of existing Stimulate the aggregation of existing 
national datasets into cross border national datasets into cross border 
datasetsdatasets

yySupport best practices to enhance Support best practices to enhance 
geographic content with well defined geographic content with well defined 
metadata at all levels    metadata at all levels    



Draft Work program in progress Draft Work program in progress 
Action 1: Facilitating at Community level Action 1: Facilitating at Community level 
access to digital content, its use and access to digital content, its use and 
exploitation exploitation 
Objective: Arrive at crossObjective: Arrive at cross--border, border, 
interoperable and seamless geographic interoperable and seamless geographic 
datasets datasets 
Key words: Sizable, build on existing Key words: Sizable, build on existing 
datasets, multilingual aspects, use of open datasets, multilingual aspects, use of open 
standards, involve relevant stakeholder, standards, involve relevant stakeholder, 
Synergy with other Community initiatives    Synergy with other Community initiatives    



Draft work program in progress Draft work program in progress 

Action 2: Facilitating improvement of Action 2: Facilitating improvement of 
quality and enhancing best practice quality and enhancing best practice 
Objective: Improve quality of Objective: Improve quality of 
geographical information at regional geographical information at regional 
and local level by the consistent use and local level by the consistent use 
of well defined metadataof well defined metadata
Best practices and Thematic Best practices and Thematic 
Networks    Networks    



eContenteContent + + –– status   status   
yyDecision of the European Parliament and Decision of the European Parliament and 

the Council 9 March  the Council 9 March  
yyPublication in the Official Journal 24 MarchPublication in the Official Journal 24 March
yyWork programme under preparationWork programme under preparation
yyConsultation meeting 6/4.   Consultation meeting 6/4.   
yyInformation day 15/6    Information day 15/6    

yyWhen to apply. First call: (June?)When to apply. First call: (June?)
yyDeadline October?Deadline October?



More information  More information  

http://europa.eu.int/information_society/policy/psi/
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